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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

1 MareeLouise Dimbokovits No   Is this your way 
of saying you 
made a mistake 
but you are not 
going to refund 
us? You ask us to 
compare the new 
policy but with 
what? You only 
send out a very 
basic letter that 
gives 3 options 
but does not 
make clear what 
they are. You say 
go to your 
website or come 
into the Council. 
So over 50% of 
Wairoa do not 
have internet 
access, and the 
other 50% are 
not walking into 
your offices. So 
its the VOCAL 
few who will get 
heard. Your 
documents 
online offer no 
OTHER 

 As above. 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

alternatives than 
the ones you 
propose. They 
don't show what 
we could have, 
so really you are 
in truth NOT 
consulting. You 
are letting us 
know what you 
are going to do. 
Your entire 
process is flawed 
and set up so 
that you will get 
the outcome 
YOU think is best.  
Of course 
everyone will 
choose the 
cheaper option. 
Everyone who 
VOTES wants 
cheap rates.  
How about using 
our money 
appropriately to 
benefit the town. 
Hell I'd pay more 
if I thought it was 
being used 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

appropriately. An 
example being 
spending no 
more money on 
doing up the 
main street- 
store fronts of 
dying businesses 
and instead 
getting our water 
issues sorted and 
getting FREE High 
speed Internet 
for the whole of 
Wairoa so some 
21st Century 
businesses and 
learning could 
happen for our 
youth. This 
whole exercise 
probably cost 
thousands to 
send out all the 
letters etc and is 
a complete 
SHAM! What a 
waste of 
ratepayer money 
when you KNOW 
exactly what you 



EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING APPENDICES 20 FEBRUARY 2018 

Item 5.2- Appendix 2 Page 7 

Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

are going to do. I 
don't want to 
speak to my 
submission 
because its a 
foregone 
conclusion and it 
would be a waste 
of this ratepayers 
time, adding 
further insult to 
injury. 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

2 WILLIAM SHORTT Yes Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

YOU LOT HAVE 
LOST YOUR 
MARBLES,THIS IS 
NOT THE GOLD 
COAST AT 
MAHIA!  

Retain the 
existing method 

 I THINK THE WORK OF 
A BRAIN DISTORTED 
CHIEF FINANCIAL 
OFFICER! LOOK 
FOWARD TO HIS 
APPEARANCE AT 
MAHIA! SHOULD BE 
AN INTERESTING 
MEETING! 

3 Leslie c j Tipu No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

 Retain the 
existing method 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

4 Ian Hosford  No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

It is a famous 
political strategy 
to push through 
unpopular policy 
during the 
Christmas break 
when people are 
distracted and 
cannot be 
bothered to read 
obscure 
consultation 
documents - 
which this 
certainly qualifies 
as. The result of 
your calculations 
is that I pay 
around 24% 
more rates for 
my property 
outside Nuhaka 
with no 
increased 
services - and 
with the warning 
that this not 
include possible 
annual rates 
rises. Already I 
get no water, 

Retain the 
existing method 

For that same reasons 
as above. As 
mentioned, I found it 
difficult to understand 
the details on how you 
arrived at these 
numbers from the 
documents (although I 
am University 
educated and work 
with complicated 
financial processes). 
To get (my) support, 
you will need to 
explain this in a 
simpler way, outline 
how the ‘winners’ and 
‘losers’ will be 
affected and why our 
elected Council 
considered this to be 
acceptable. Until then, 
I oppose you 
recommended 
changes. 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

sewerage or 
waste disposal 
services. For the 
additional 24% 
rate increase I 
get no more 
services. The 
discussion 
documents that 
you provide are 
difficult to follow 
and I was unable 
to determine 
from them how 
the calculations 
were made to 
effect my rates 
changes. Also 
was unable to 
follow how these 
changes would 
affect other rate 
payers such as 
those living in 
Wairoa. I assume 
that people 
classified rural 
pay relatively 
more and those 
classified urban 
pay relatively 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

less - even 
though rural 
people are not 
great users of the 
‘town services’. 
Otherwise 
another user 
group is paying a 
whole lot less - I 
certainly hope 
that it is not the 
‘business’ 
ratepayers. For 
this reason I do 
not support the 
changes 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

5 Dean  Whaanga  Yes Update 
Council’s 
Revenue 
and 
Financing 
Policy to 
reflect 
preferred 
allocations 

I fully understand 
how the rating 
system assists in 
the activities of 
the Wairoa 
District Council 
and furthermore 
to citizens, 
however, I am 
appalled that my 
rates are to 
increase by $675 
which is 44% if 
the current pa 
rates . It is yet to 
be revealed, just 
what, apart from 
the current 
status quo, I 
would be 
expected to get 
for that increase. 
I get 
comparatively 
less support than 
some within the 
densely 
populated areas. 
Notwithstanding, 
it is understood 
that those within 

Retain the 
existing method 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

the closer 
category get 
considerable 
access to 
facilities and 
support being 
offered by the 
council. The 
Council states in 
their Proposed 
Changes 
Notification that 
the change of 
calculating the 
amount per 
annum is the 
reason for the 
rating hike for 
succeeding years. 
I think that the 
Council should 
reconsider its 
expenditure 
rather than mass 
hike the rates. 
This entire 
District is struck 
by a small 
populace base 
with a low socio-
economic 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

environment 
which is further 
burdened with 
higher rate costs. 
Wages have 
remained static 
for a 
considerable 
period of time 
and suggesting 
that the Council 
would consider 
rate relief for 
those who are 
eligible. With this 
type of rate rise, 
the eligibility 
would inevitably 
increase. 
Sometimes, 
complexities are 
restrictors that 
put a pause on 
decisions that 
have a major 
impact on the 
services of the 
Council and the 
people that it 
serves. It is far 
from palatable 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

that a serving of 
major rather 
than incremental 
hikes continues 
to be the 
determination of 
the council in 
light of the 
economic 
instability in the 
entire region.  
The council has 
indiscriminately 
opened large 
areas of the 
Mahia Peninsula 
for campervans 
without 
notification 
and/or 
consultation with 
locals. The 
benefits for 
council and retail 
should they 
remain in the 
district 
outweighs it 
seems, the debris 
that they leave 
behind in their 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

wake on 
departure. It was 
suggested that 
the rocket lab 
development 
would have 
tourism 
initiatives in the 
long term for 
Mahia without 
clarifying that 
the restrictive 
nature of the 
activity has a 
detrimental 
impact on the 
residents of the 
Peninsula. I am 
not convinced 
that the current 
method of 
calculating the 
annual individual 
rate cost is ideal, 
but I question 
the ability to 
control the 
amount that the 
council can raise 
at any one year 
and whether 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

they are realistic 
about residents 
being able to 
service the debt 
or whether 
council services 
should be 
curtailed until 
the economic 
climate 
improves.   
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

6 Adrian  Pike Yes Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

I fundamentally 
object to a 70% 
increase in my 
rates; when the 
council offer 
little to nothing 
in services to the 
Mahia 
community ..any 
services we get 
we have to 
hassle the 
council for and 
most of the time 
nothing happens   
• Street lights in 
my street 2 and 
not close to my 
house • I pay for 
my rubbish 
collection  • The 
community cut 
the grass verges 
that the council 
should  • No 
Kerb and channel 
roads are a mess 
• The beaches 
are a mess they 
are not tidied 
unless someone 

Retain the 
existing method 

I fundamentally object 
to a 70% increase in 
my rates; when the 
council offer little to 
nothing in services to 
the Mahia community 
..any services we get 
we have to hassle the 
council for and most 
of the time nothing 
happens   • Street 
lights in my street 2 
and not close to my 
house • I pay for my 
rubbish collection  • 
The community cut 
the grass verges that 
the council should  • 
No Kerb and channel 
roads are a mess • 
The beaches are a 
mess they are not 
tidied unless someone 
complains to council 
then the job is half 
done and costs a 
fortune as the workers 
sit around and do 
nothing most of the 
day (just had another 
half job done cleaning 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

complains to 
council then the 
job is half done 
and costs a 
fortune as the 
workers sit 
around and do 
nothing most of 
the day (just had 
another half job 
done cleaning 
beach as the new 
PM might arrive 
for Xmas) • 
People have only 
just been hit with 
approx. 10k to 
15k for Septic 
system   • 
Council need to 
look at their own 
operations to see 
where they can 
plug their in-
house theft  • 
There are 
massive savings 
in QRS to be had. 
This side of the 
council is being 
run 

beach as the new PM 
might arrive for Xmas) 
• People have only 
just been hit with 
approx. 10k to 15k for 
Septic system   • 
Council need to look 
at their own 
operations to see 
where they can plug 
their in-house theft  • 
There are massive 
savings in QRS to be 
had. This side of the 
council is being run 
incompetently if this 
was a stand-alone 
business this would be 
bankrupt but Council 
are using rate payer’s 
money to prop up this 
business (this is not 
the real world)   • I am 
told from a QRS 
worker getting a job at 
QRS is the best 
retirement job you 
can get; as you sit 
around most of the 
day do nothing and 
get paid for it.  • What 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

incompetently if 
this was a stand-
alone business 
this would be 
bankrupt but 
Council are using 
rate payer’s 
money to prop 
up this business 
(this is not the 
real world)   • I 
am told from a 
QRS worker 
getting a job at 
QRS is the best 
retirement job 
you can get; as 
you sit around 
most of the day 
do nothing and 
get paid for it.  • 
What do the 
council offer 
me!! For a 70% 
increase   

do the council offer 
me!! For a 70% 
increase   
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

7 Robert Sheridan No    The councils 
preferredoption 
simplified  Number 
two in the mail out 
you sent us 

8 MyintMyint SweThein No Update 
Council’s 
Revenue 
and 
Financing 
Policy to 
reflect 
preferred 
allocations 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

9 Adrian Pike Yes Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

 I fundamentally 
object to a 70% 
increase in my 
rates; when the 
council offer 
little to nothing 
in services to the 
Mahia 
community ..any 
services we get 
we have to 
hassle the 
council for and 
most of the time 
nothing happens   
• Street lights in 
my street 2 and 
not close to my 
house • I pay for 
my rubbish 
collection  • The 
community cut 
the grass verges 
that the council 
should  • No 
Kerb and channel 
roads are a mess 
• The beaches 
are a mess they 
are not tidied 
unless someone 

Retain the 
existing method 

 I fundamentally 
object to a 70% 
increase in my rates; 
when the council offer 
little to nothing in 
services to the Mahia 
community ..any 
services we get we 
have to hassle the 
council for and most 
of the time nothing 
happens   • Street 
lights in my street 2 
and not close to my 
house • I pay for my 
rubbish collection  • 
The community cut 
the grass verges that 
the council should  • 
No Kerb and channel 
roads are a mess • 
The beaches are a 
mess they are not 
tidied unless someone 
complains to council 
then the job is half 
done and costs a 
fortune as the workers 
sit around and do 
nothing most of the 
day (just had another 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

complains to 
council then the 
job is half done 
and costs a 
fortune as the 
workers sit 
around and do 
nothing most of 
the day (just had 
another half job 
done cleaning 
beach as the new 
PM might arrive 
for Xmas) • 
People have only 
just been hit with 
approx. 10k to 
15k for Septic 
system   • 
Council need to 
look at their own 
operations to see 
where they can 
plug their in-
house theft  • 
There are 
massive savings 
in QRS to be had. 
This side of the 
council is being 
run 

half job done cleaning 
beach as the new PM 
might arrive for Xmas) 
• People have only 
just been hit with 
approx. 10k to 15k for 
Septic system   • 
Council need to look 
at their own 
operations to see 
where they can plug 
their in-house theft  • 
There are massive 
savings in QRS to be 
had. This side of the 
council is being run 
incompetently if this 
was a stand-alone 
business this would be 
bankrupt but Council 
are using rate payer’s 
money to prop up this 
business (this is not 
the real world)    YOU 
DO NOT EVEN SUPPLY 
WATER WE HAVE TO 
COLLECT FROM OUR 
ROOF  • I am told 
from a QRS worker 
getting a job at QRS is 
the best retirement 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

incompetently if 
this was a stand-
alone business 
this would be 
bankrupt but 
Council are using 
rate payer’s 
money to prop 
up this business 
(this is not the 
real world)    YOU 
DO NOT EVEN 
SUPPLY WATER 
WE HAVE TO 
COLLECT FROM 
OUR ROOF  • I 
am told from a 
QRS worker 
getting a job at 
QRS is the best 
retirement job 
you can get; as 
you sit around 
most of the day 
do nothing and 
get paid for it.  • 
What do the 
council offer 
me!! For a 70% 
increase   

job you can get; as 
you sit around most of 
the day do nothing 
and get paid for it.  • 
What do the council 
offer me!! For a 70% 
increase   
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

10 Ken King No   Retain the 
existing method 

i would like to 
STRONGLY 
communicate to you 
my disappointment 
with the new 
proposed rating 
change. Please explain 
why, at best my rates 
will lift by 54% at 
worst by 63.7%, this 
kind of increase is 
totally unacceptable 
and quite frankly, 
outrageous!!. The only 
service Council 
supplies to me is 
water, I have a metal 
road that I have to 
grade myself with my 
own tractor, because 
no one else grades it. 
We have our own 
septic unit. I spray the 
drain and mow my 
own verges.because 
no one else does. 
People dump their 
rubbish on the corner 
next to my section 
that I periodically 
clean up with my own 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

Caterpillar Loader. Not 
a good call Council!! 

11 Fleur Lincoln No Update 
Council’s 
Revenue 
and 
Financing 
Policy to 
reflect 
preferred 
allocations 

 Capital value 
general rate 
differentiated by 
land use 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

12 William Livingston No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

 Information 
provided unclear 
hard to grasp and 
too long. Mahia 
residents are 
well under 
catered for now 
a few bench 
seats and a 
couple of 
footpaths do no 
more that serve 
councils 
obligation under 
the H&S act. No 
community 
facilities  in a 
tourist town is a 
major 
disappointment 
with this council . 
Focus on the the 
basics first 
before you worry 
about 
reinventing 
something that is 
not broken. 

Retain the 
existing method 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

13 Peter Lorentz Yes Other  You have 
provided us with 
a very 
comprehensive 
document for us 
to determine the 
best option for 
paying our rates.   
It appears to me 
this was an 
internal 
document 
iterating Councils 
strategies and 
thoughts to 
justify the best 
funding options. 
My opinion is 
that it was 
unecessarily 
complicated and 
hard to follow, 
with supporting 
information 
which 
obfuscated the 
key points we 
should consider 
when deciding 
our chosen 
option. The 

Other You will have to 
excuse my cynicism 
regarding the Hobsons 
choice between the 
three scenarios!!    My 
main concern is the 
very steep increase in 
rates envisaged for 
bach owners (up to 
>70%). That is why as 
a ratepayer I want to 
have comparative 
data within your 
rating area. This is 
essential if you wish to 
be transparent, fair 
and equitable.  I 
understand the 
economies of scale 
between a small city 
like Napier versus a 
small town and 
surrounding rural 
district (WDC). It is my 
understanding that for 
this scale difference 
this generally amounts 
to about a 10- 15% 
saving so, a rating 
difference of >30% 
between our house in 



EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING APPENDICES 20 FEBRUARY 2018 

Item 5.2- Appendix 2 Page 29 

Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

document does 
not come close 
to reaching the 
target audience.  
I believe it would 
have been far 
more helpful to 
ratepayers to 
explain the 
options  by 
providing a 
summary of key 
points in simple 
phrases.  As 
ratepayers we 
are interested in 
a fair and 
equitable rating 
system. We are 
also aware of the 
services we 
individually 
receive (and 
don’t receive), 
making 
comparisons 
important. To be 
seen to be fair 
and equitable 
(and transparent) 
I believe it is vital 

Napier versus our 
bach in Mahia,( our 
home in Napier has 
higher land and capital 
value) is well outside 
those bounds.   
Consider also:  • We 
receive no water 
infrastructure, • Have 
paid for our sewage 
scheme,  • Pay for our 
own rubbish disposal, 
• Have rudimentary 
roading and drainage 
infrastructure in our 
street • No street 
lighting  I am not 
unhappy with the lack 
of these services or for 
a user pays system for 
sewage and rubbish, 
but certainly question 
the rating differential.  
Regards Peter Lorentz   
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

that Council 
provide citizens 
with several (7 -8 
) scenarios with 
variables to 
include but not 
restricted to: • 
Location (Mahia, 
Wairoa urban, 
Wairoa rural, 
Rural residential, 
Farming etc) • 
Land and Capital 
value • For 
Mahia residents 
Sewage Scheme 
Connected, 
Unconnected • 
Estimated rates     
This could simply 
be done by 
providing a 
matrix/table.  
Could you please 
also explain the 
second 
paragraph of 
your letter dated 
11 December 
regarding the 
proposed 
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

changes. Reads 
“……there would 
be adjustments 
to rates in the 
first year that 
would affect 
everyone. For 
some ratepayers 
these would be 
substantial.” 
Does this suggest 
that subsequent 
years the rates 
would be 
insubstantial ?  
Kindly yours  
Peter Lorentz  
Fortescue Street 
Mahia.  
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Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

14 Debra Champion No Other I am all for you 
updating your 
revenue and 
financing policy 
and the way you 
calculate rates if 
it is necessary 
but an increase 
of over $200 in 
rates is a bit 
much. You say 
that the 
adjustment to 
rates in the first 
year would affect 
everyone but you 
don't say what 
that means.  Are 
we all going to be 
charged $200 
more this year 
and then $200 
more the year 
after etc?  You 
need to be more 
specific in that 
area, like, is it a 
once off $200 
increase to pay 
for the 
implementation 

Other I know that my 
property has not been 
revalued for some 
time, the last 
valuation being only 
an in-office valuation 
and think that perhaps 
this is something that 
the Council should 
address as values of 
rural properties seem 
to be so varied with 
property sizes and 
conditions and 
numbers of houses on 
farms.  I had my house 
valued as part of my 
purchase last year and 
that valuation came in 
way under the council 
valuation and surely I 
am not the only 
property that this 
applies to. Use of land 
should be taken into 
consideration.   
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of the new 
policy.    

15 Anna Smith No Update 
Council’s 
Revenue 
and 
Financing 
Policy to 
reflect 

 Capital value 
general rate 
differentiated by 
land use 

 



EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING APPENDICES 20 FEBRUARY 2018 

Item 5.2- Appendix 2 Page 34 

Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

preferred 
allocations 

16 Miles Reeve No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

 Retain the 
existing method 

The council's prefered 
option is just a clever 
way of trying to hide a 
21% increase in rates! 
The second option is 
even worse! The 
council needs to get 
its spending under 
control! The new rates 
for our $181,000 
apartment at Mahia 
Beach will only be 
$200 less than our 
son's $840,000 
apartment rates bill in 
the Auckland CBD!  

17 David Tilley No Update 
Council’s 
Revenue 
and 
Financing 
Policy to 
reflect 
preferred 
allocations 

 Undifferentiated 
capital value, 
UAGC within 
general rates 
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18 Janice Edwards No Other 1.  To receive 
postal 
communication 
about a 
proposed approx 
50% rate 
increase with 
barely one 
month before 
submissions 
close is 
outrageous and 
underhand.  This 
is a time of the 
year that many 
people would be 
unable to 
respond.  2. 
Where is an 
indication of a 
50% increase in 
services?  Our 
narrow roads 
have heavy and 
large vehicle 
traffic but are 
not fully marked 
with centrelines.  
Road edgings are 
broken or 
offering a heavy 

Other  
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drop-off onto the 
verges.  On 
several places 
between Nuhaka 
and Nukutaurua 
Rd the road 
surface in 
extremely poor.  
3. I am keen to 
see our region 
encourage 
tourism but not 
at the complete 
cost of our local 
communities.  
Freedom 
campers could 
and should be 
paying the cost 
of services we 
provide.  
Provision of 
toilets, cleaners, 
free rubbish 
collection, water, 
roading, grass 
maintenance and 
people to 
provide this 
service.  Local 
rate payers pay 



EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING APPENDICES 20 FEBRUARY 2018 

Item 5.2- Appendix 2 Page 37 

Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

for all of their 
own and are 
then expected to 
pay the full cost 
for the visitors as 
well.  User pays - 
equally for ALL 
users.  4.  
Roadside 
rubbish.  I take 
responsibility for 
the awful 
amount of 
rubbish that 
people throw 
along my 
roadside 
boundary but 
there are still 
real eye-sores 
with bottles, 
plastic and paper 
on our roadsides.    
5.  I pay for my 
own water, 
sewage, mow 
and clean my 
own roadside 
boundary and 
still you propose 
a 50% increase. - 
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not acceptable. 
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19 Eileen Lawson No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

We pay 
considerable 
rates for very 
little services, so i 
would be very 
upset for them to 
increase 
especially if there 
are no additional 
benefits to me as 
a rate payer. 

Retain the 
existing method 

 

20 peter  crarer No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

by your new 
model my rates 
will climb by 20% 
[  over two 
properties which 
boundary each 
other ] this is a 
farming activity 
and certainly 
cant afford this 
jump i would be 
unhappy with a 
5% increase let 
alone 20 

Retain the 
existing method 
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21 Trish Lambert Yes  I am aware that 
our rates are 
higher than in 
comparable 
areas around the 
country. I am 
concerned at the 
number of 
Council staff we 
are employing, 
also by 
comparison to 
other towns, and 
how the 
establishment 
grew under the 
last CEO.  I 
believe a review 
of the staffing 
situation needs 
to be carried out 
before any 
proposal to 
increase rates. As 
a  person on a 
fixed income, the 
prospect of 
further increases 
is scaring me. We 
will not attract 
more population 

 Like most people I 
have spoken to, I 
found the pre 
chritmas letter unclear 
and confusing. I am 
not able to express my 
opinion until i fully 
comprehend the 
proposals, therefore I 
am asking a public 
meeting to be held 
and a clear 
explanation given, 
with the opportunity 
to ask questions 
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to Wairoa-as we 
need to do  for 
our future, if 
these rates rises 
continue. 
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22 Wayne Pohe No Other I would like to 
see a bottom up 
review of 
services and cost.  
Then a 
programme put 
in place to drive 
up service and 
drive down costs. 
Let's do better 
with what we 
have, reduce 
waste, optimise 
the organisation.  
Then once you 
know you have 
squeezed the 
cost line, think 
carefully about 
the revenue line 
and your 
constituents.  
Breaking out 
affected parties 
in  more granular 
way to 
understand the 
direct effect on 
payers.  It's really 
easy just to 
increase rates. 

Other Do a bottom up 
review. Get more 
granular. Test Service 
provision and cost 
Define a cost to serve 
model that works 
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It's harder to do 
a decent review 
that has 
digestible logic. 
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23 Brioney Hunt No Other On my letter the 
rates increased 
no matter what 
option. How is it 
that council can 
get rates so 
wrong so 
frequently as in 
the issues this 
past year. How 
do we believe 
this is correct. Do 
council not see 
the paper and 
mortgagee sales. 
Council is killing 
Wairoa. Who will 
speak for the low 
income families 
who can't afford 
to keep there 
homes when 
council spends all 
money. Peter 
Freeman kept 
the rates down 
so people could 
afford to live 
here. Think of 
the whole town 
councillors! 

Other Do what you can to 
keep rates low for 
everyone. Wairoa 
used to be a wealthy 
district soon we won't 
even be the poor 
cousins to hastings 
and they are worse off 
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24 Teresa Bowen No Update 
Council’s 
Revenue 
and 
Financing 
Policy to 
reflect 
preferred 
allocations 

I tautoko the 
council updating 
its policy to 
reflect the 
allocations 
preferred by the 
community of 
wairoas desires. 
council is there 
for the people 
not the other 
way around. 
Wairoa must 
reflect its Maori 
community 
desires in 
particular to 
reflect councils 
mandate to 
adhere to the 
Treaty of 
Waitangi. being a 
smaller 
community 
doesnt exempt 
wairoa council 
from its duty to 
the founding 
document of 
Aotearoa New 
Zealand, Te Tiriti 

Capital value 
general rate 
differentiated by 
land use 

I would like my rates 
charges to reflect my 
land use. I have a bare 
urban block that is not 
being used at all. I 
would like the rates 
that I pay to reflect 
the fact that i receive 
no revenue from my 
block and that it is in 
fact a drain on my 
finances as all i do is 
pay rates. i cannot 
receive a rebate 
because i do not live 
on it so i think this is 
unfair and council 
could accommodate 
my situation better. 
Granted i think i have 
services there should i 
require them but its 
been 10 or so years 
now and i dont intend 
building so its a 
money pit. I hope i 
have chosen the 
option most beneficial 
to my situation but 
please allow me to 
correct it if the option 
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o Waitangi. I 
would like to see 
a more visible, 
friendly, police 
force out getting 
people on side, 
getting to know 
its community 
and helping out 
the community 
above and 
beyond regular 
policing and 
wairoa council 
can get involved 
in supporting the 
local police force 
to connect more 
with the wairoa 
community. 
When the police 
hear a complaint 
in particular 
about a child 
being abused 
and its 5 minutes 
to knock off time 
, how about 
seeing to the 
incident even if it 
means missing 

i chose is not the best 
one.  thank you 
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dinner for an 
hour or two. 
Council needs to 
offer free 
community law 
appointments for 
locals. Lots of 
businesses in and 
around wairoa 
operate at times 
outside the law, 
outside Te Tiriti 
and outside the 
human rights act 
because they 
believe locals will 
not have the 
funds to take 
them to court. 
this is where a 
good community 
law service, even 
if its a person 
coming in once a 
fortnight for 
appointments 
with lower 
income people 
needing legal 
advice - council 
needs to 
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empower the 
Wairoa 
community in 
this very practical 
but important 
way. Also the 
library should 
offer a few 
computers with 
free wifi use for 
up to 4 hours a 
day to each 
person. they 
login and get to 
use free wifi. this 
happens around 
the country 
libraries and is a 
great way to 
support your 
community. 
council can easily 
foot the bill for 
unlimited wifi to 
the library. thank 
you for your 
time. how about 
promoting te reo 
more in your 
services to the 
large percentage 
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of Maori in your 
area, it shows 
you have a 
commitment to 
Te Tiriti in a 
concrete way. 
your staff need 
to learn some Te 
reo and not be so 
westernised 
because you 
must reflect your 
commitment to 
Te Tiriti in visible 
ways or face the 
backlash from 
your community. 



EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING APPENDICES 20 FEBRUARY 2018 

Item 5.2- Appendix 2 Page 50 

Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

25 Mathieu Boonen Yes Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

Forestry 
currently get 
allocated 7% of 
the rates and are 
119  rating units 
in the districts 
6947 units or  
0.0171% of the 
users. If I read 
the charts and 
tables correctly. 
From the chart  
farming has use 
of 35% of the 
rates??? Farmers 
look to have 146 
rating units or 
0.021%  of the 
users,  • Farming 
have trucks going 
to and from their 
properties, 
moving stock, 
feed, fencing, 
fertiliser, 
produce etc. year 
in year out. • 
Forestry by the 
Councils own 
admission is only 
harvesting in 

Retain the 
existing method 

In my opinion all 
Forestry need is to tap 
into the expenditure 
of: • Roading both 
subsidised and Local, • 
By Law Enforcement,  
• Environmental 
Health,  • Economic 
Development,  • Parks 
& Reserves,  • District 
Planning. But in my 
opinion excluding: • 
Visitor information,  • 
Community centres,  • 
Community support,  
• Library,  • 
Community Halls,  • 
Cemeteries (although 
Rimuroa 1C is on a 
cemetery site), • 
Building Inspection,  • 
Liquor Licensing,  • 
Pensioner Housing,  • 
Staff Housing,  • 
Camping Ground,  • 
Sundry Property,  • 
Parking,  • Waste 
Management,  • 
Sewerage,  • 
Stormwater/Drainage,  
• Water Reticulation,  
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short periods in 
the 30 year life 
cycle. And as 
such don’t need 
the roads at any 
other time in the 
forests rotation. 
• Forestry don’t 
need most of the 
services provided 
by Council.  
Hawkes bay 
Regional Council 
I believe look 
after resource 
consents for 
earthworks etc., 
they are a 
separate entity 
entirely.  

• Water Production,  • 
Commercial or 
Administrative 
Property,  • Enterprise 
building,   

26 Arron Capper No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

Leave as is. Retain the 
existing method 

Leave as is. 
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27 owen mcauley No  I dont feel I have 
enough 
information or 
understanding of 
the issue to have 
a rational 
opinion 

 I have just read the 
proposal for a change 
in the way rates are 
calculated.  If this is a 
genuine appeal for 
consultation with “we, 
the people” it has 
failed miserably. I 
would suggest firstly 
that you have 
someone with 
different skills rewrite 
the information which 
we are intended to 
understand and 
digest, and write it for 
the “average Joe.’ In 
its present form it is 
totally  
incomprehensible, 
using vocabulary, 
jargon and phrases 
which may suit the 
minutes of a meeting 
of a bureaucracy but  
which would deter 
most of us from 
reading let alone 
comprehending this 
document. I have a 
tertiary education and 
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I really struggled with 
this.  I suspect that my 
suggestion will not be 
taken seriously, given 
the relatively short 
time we have been 
given, over the holiday 
period for goodness 
sake (?on the 
assumption that no 
one would bother to 
struggle through the 
document.)  As I will 
be going overseas in 
mid January  I will 
have no time to seek 
clarification. Therefore 
I can only give my 
opinion on that 
portion I think to 
understand. I hate it! 
It is completely unfair. 
As a rural resident 
whose water, sewage, 
and waste 
management is 
entirely my own 
responsibility, and 
using only the library 
of the facilities you list 
(and then only in the 
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past month of my 12 
years in the district) I 
already feel over 
taxed and now you 
propose to virtually 
double my rates?  You 
must be kidding. .   
When and only when 
we see an increase in 
the services  provided 
would we feel happy, 
as seniors particularly, 
about such a massive 
increase in our rates.   
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28 Steve Bell (Forest Management NZ Ltd) Yes Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

 Undifferentiated 
capital value, 
UAGC within 
general rates 

January 6, 2018    Gary 
Borg Chief Financial 
Officer Wairoa District 
Council P O Box 54 
Wairoa 4160   
Submission on the 
proposed changes to 
the revenue and 
funding policy – 
calculating rates  Dear 
Gary  This submission 
is on behalf of Forest 
Management (NZ) Ltd, 
(FMNZ) who 
represents 
approximately 11,334 
hectares of the 
plantation resource in 
the Wairoa District on 
behalf of the Roger 
Dickie forest 
syndicates.  Overview  
FMNZ has been 
managing the Roger 
Dickie forests since 
their inception in the 
early 90’s.  During this 
time we have engaged 
with WDC on various 
matters, both 
individually and 
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through the Hawkes 
Bay Forest Group.  
More recently we 
have engaged directly 
with council regarding 
the pending harvest of 
the Roger Dickie 
forests and provided 
them with information 
pertaining to the 
volume of logs that 
will travel over the 
WDC roads, along with 
working through 
funding issues of 
difficult sections of 
public road relating to 
safety and 
environmental 
concerns.  FMNZ seeks 
to have a positive 
relationship with 
WDC, one where we 
can engage openly 
and honestly about 
forestry related issues 
and are able to share 
relevant and accurate 
information with 
confidence to help 
enable WDC to make 
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informed decisions on 
behalf of all of their 
stakeholders.  As with 
all relationships, it is 
important the parties 
involved have the 
opportunity to 
develop and maintain 
them and everyone’s 
voice is able to be 
heard.  Although 
previous attempts by 
the forestry 
companies to engage 
with WDC seem to 
have been largely 
overlooked, given the 
size of the forest 
industry in the Wairoa 
District, it is important 
that positive robust 
relationships exist 
between the parties.  
Going forward there is 
an economic/social 
opportunity for the 
Wairoa District with 
the harvesting and re-
establishment of the 
RDL forests as well as 
the other forests 
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within the district 
boundaries.  WDC 
needs to be 
acknowledging these 
opportunities and 
looking to capitalise 
on them for the 
benefit of both WDC 
and the forest 
industry.       The 
issues  Like all land 
users, foresters know 
we need to pay our 
fair share however, 
the information the 
proposal is based on is 
insufficient to enable 
us to ascertain this.   
We appreciate that 
Wairoa has a small 
rating base in relation 
to the kilometres of 
rural unpaved roads 
that need to be 
upgraded and 
maintained.  We 
recognise that log 
cartage can be 
demanding of roads 
due to the nature of 
the harvest operation 
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which creates a high 
impact over a 
relatively short 
timeframe.    FMNZ in 
conjunction with the 
HBFG has tried to set 
up several meetings 
with senior council 
staff over 2017.  All of 
these meetings have 
been cancelled at the 
last minute by council.  
If these meetings had 
taken place, 
employment 
opportunities and 
rural roads would 
have been significant 
agenda items.   These 
discussions would 
have been an 
opportunity to discuss 
proposed funding 
policy options and the 
surrounding issues.    
Given that we manage 
a large land holding 
within the WDC area, 
FMNZ is disappointed 
with the absence of 
communication 
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leading up to the 
proposed differential 
rating adjustment 
from 1.56 to 1.85 and 
the lack of time to 
prepare and engage 
given the holiday 
period.      Submission 
Key Points 1. 
Insufficient dialogue 
with significant rate 
payers leading up to 
proposed changes.  2. 
If forestry is going to 
be charged a 
differential rate, it 
should capture all 
forests down to a 
much lower threshold 
than the proposed 
100 hectares.  The 
harvest of even 10 
hectares of trees will 
still have an 
immediate impact on 
rural roads.  Modern-
day mapping and lidar 
enables easy 
monitoring.   3. The 
information provided 
by council is 



EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING APPENDICES 20 FEBRUARY 2018 

Item 5.2- Appendix 2 Page 61 

Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

inadequate to make 
an informed 
submission and this 
has not appear to 
have changed from 
the last forestry 
targeted increase.  4. 
Will the proposed 
differential increase 
be sustainable into 
the future?  In the 
councils’ own words 
and I quote, “Council 
must consider the 
needs of the 
community now and 
in the future and 
therefore determine a 
rates policy that is 
sustainable and 
appropriate”  To date 
the policy has been 
applying a differential 
and increasing it as 
required.  Forestry is a 
long-term crop that 
has minor impact on 
roads for 25 years 
prior to harvest, so 
will the extra income 
from the differential 
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rating base be put 
aside to fund roads as 
harvest comes on 
stream? 5. Does the 
differential rate fairly 
reflect the 
contributions for 
upgrades that the 
forest companies are 
making to the public 
roads? Has this been 
considered and what 
other land users do 
this as part of their 
business model? 6. 
What confidence do 
forest owners have 
that by paying an 
increased differential 
rate that further 
requests for funding 
contributions or 
restrictions on 
infrastructure such as 
bridges at the time of 
harvest will not 
happen. 7. FMNZ will 
speak to its 
submission.   We look 
forward to further 
discussion on forestry 
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related matters.  Kind 
regards   Steve Bell    
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- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

29 Hilary Martin-Chan No Update 
Council’s 
Revenue 
and 
Financing 
Policy to 
reflect 
preferred 
allocations 

Although a little 
confusing with 
regards the cost 
to the consumer 
for water on a Kl 
basis we feel that 
the more flexible 
option to ensure 
an equity of user 
pays is also the 
Council preferred 
option so we 
submit in favour 
of said option. 

Capital value 
general rate 
differentiated by 
land use 

 

30 Martin-Chan Enterprises Ltd No Update 
Council’s 
Revenue 
and 
Financing 
Policy to 
reflect 
preferred 
allocations 

Although a little 
confusing with 
regards the cost 
to the consumer 
for water on a Kl 
basis we feel that 
the more flexible 
option to ensure 
an equity of user 
pays is also the 
Council preferred 
option so we 
submit in favour 
of said option. 

Capital value 
general rate 
differentiated by 
land use 
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Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

31 Graham Douglas Yes Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

 Retain the 
existing method 

Grandy Lake Forests 
(NZ) Limited, C/O 
Merrill & Ring New 
Zealand,    P.O Box 
384,    Wairoa 4160.     
SUBMISSION ON THE 
PROPOSED CHANGES 
TO THE “REVENUE 
AND FINANCING 
POLICY & THE 
CALCULATION OF 
RATES”.  January 08, 
2017  District 
Councillors, Wairoa 
District Council, P O 
Box 54, Wairoa 4160.  
Dear Councillors,  This 
submission is on 
behalf of Grandy Lake 
Forests (GLF), who are 
a family owned forest 
company based in 
Wairoa providing local 
employment, business 
support, and 
community 
engagement. We have 
a long term view of 
ownership and have 
been involved in the 
forest industry for 



EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING APPENDICES 20 FEBRUARY 2018 

Item 5.2- Appendix 2 Page 66 

Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 
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allocation -  
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Comments 

over 250 years. It is a 
fully committed forest 
company with sound 
family based 
principal’s and ethics 
which guide its 
operations.  Overview. 
Wairoa District 
Council’s letter dated 
the 11th of December 
2017 on the 
“Proposed Changes to 
the Revenue and 
Financing Policy & 
Way We Calculate 
Rates” was received 
only prior to the close 
of business for 
Christmas. This letter 
proposes further 
significant increases to 
our annual rates of 
22.85 percent. This 
may not seem much 
but when already 
paying near $100,000 
in rates any increase 
becomes significant 
especially at an 
increase of 22.85 
percent.   Issues 1. The 
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preferred 
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Comments 

very brief letter failed 
to provide any 
relevant information 
on the proposed 
changes and directed 
us to the WDC website 
where a link can be 
followed to WDC’s 
“Proposed Changes to 
the Revenue and 
Financing Policy & 
Way We Calculate 
Rates” Policy 
Document. Option 3 
(WDC’s preferred 
option) “Capital Value 
General Rate 
Differentiated by Land 
Use” refers to a Case 
Study that was 
prepared by Opus 
Consultants under 
direction from council. 
This case study refers 
to a further Report the 
“Guidelines for 
Equitable Funding of 
Pavement 
Maintenance for Low 
Volume Roads 2017”. 
This Case Study and 
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allocation -  
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option 

Comments 

set of Guidelines 
provide the 
methodologies on 
determining an 
equitable share of 
costs determined by 
land use.  There is an 
extremely large 
amount of 
information to process 
before one can gain 
an understanding of 
the methods and 
systems used to 
determine an 
“equitable share”.  
The small timeframe 
allowed by the WDC is 
insufficient to process 
the information and to 
gain an understanding 
of WDC’s preferred 
Policy Option of 
“Capital Value General 
Rate Differentiated by 
Land Use”. The 
shutdown of 
businesses over the 
Christmas period has 
exacerbated this 
problem further.   2. 
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Comments Calculation and 
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option 

Comments 

The case study of 
“Equitable Funding of 
Pavement 
Maintenance for Low 
Volume Roads – Te 
Wairoa” was 
completed under 
direction from WDC 
but fails to provide 
any transparency to 
the local forest sector 
who is the “affected 
party” after all.  a) 
Council have failed to 
engage with the local 
forest sector on this 
for relevant content 
and accurate data 
inputs for its 
modelling. Sector 
engagement would 
provide the 
transparency 
expected of a local 
authority and provide 
the confidence that 
we are paying a fair 
equitable share.   b) 
The methodology 
used demonstrates 
bias towards forestry 
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option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

assuming all land is 
productive and 
produces 625 tonnes / 
hectare and grown on 
a thirty year rotation. 
Other land use types 
compared in the 
report have differing 
“farm classes” and 
“production systems” 
that account for less 
productive land types.   
By lowering the input 
values of comparable 
land uses by reducing 
production levels, and 
then using high input 
values for forestry and 
using this to calculate 
the Equivalent 
Standard Axle 
(ESA)/1000 
hectares/annum, and 
then use this to 
calculate the impact of 
High Commercial 
Vehicles from logging 
traffic exaggerates the 
output data. Using this 
skewed data set as a 
basis to formulate 
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rates calculations is 
corrupt.    3. GLF 
considers itself as a 
“significant affected 
stakeholder” to the 
substantial rate 
increase proposed. 
The lack of 
consultation prior to 
this letter 
demonstrates sector 
bias towards forestry. 
We have actively 
sought for 
engagement with 
WDC through the 
Hawke’s Bay Forestry 
Group on forestry 
related issues, but 
have been declined 
for various reasons.   
4. The forest sector is 
part of Wairoa’s 
Community asset base 
providing diversity, 
employment, and 
business 
opportunities. The 
development and 
strengthening of 
relationships between 
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Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

government, council, 
and community is 
paramount and is why 
the forest industry 
seeks engagement on 
issues of importance.   
Recommendations. 1. 
Grandy Lake Forests 
requests a meeting to 
be held prior to the 
public hearing of 
submissions on the 
22nd January 2018 to 
discuss the proposed 
rate changes and 
related forest issues in 
conjunction with the 
Hawke’s Bay Forest 
Group.    2. Wairoa 
District Council’s case 
Study on “Equitable 
Funding of Pavement 
Maintenance for Low 
Volume Roads” 
requires local forest 
sector inputs, and be 
open for discussion to 
provide transparency 
prior to be used in 
determining “fair 
equitable costs”.    3. 
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option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

The adoption of any 
Revenue and 
Financing Policy by 
WDC to be put on 
hold until effective 
forest sector 
engagement has been 
completed.  Grandy 
Lake Forests 
acknowledges the 
challenges Wairoa 
District Council faces 
in managing a large 
roading network with 
a small rating base to 
fund improvements. 
We accept that we 
have to pay our “fair 
share” so that we are 
not a burden upon our 
district rate payers. 
However we do 
expect transparency 
and deserve the 
respect by council in 
holding formative 
robust discussions 
about fairness and 
equity. Grandy Lake 
Forests NZ Limited is 
opposed to option 3 
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option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

“Capital Value General 
Rate Differentiated by 
Land Use” for the 
reasons stated above 
and will speak on its 
submission.  Kind 
Regards,   Graham 
Douglas,  Grandy Lake 
Forests.   
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option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

32 Steve Chandler Yes Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

Refer attached 
submission 
(emailed 
separately) 

Retain the 
existing method 

Refer attached 
submission (emailed 
separately) 

33 Dylan  Foster No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

 Retain the 
existing method 

 

34 Keith Winstone No Other My opinion is 
that Nukutaurua 
Road is in such 
an appalling 
condition (and 
has been for 
many years) that 
it is time the 
Council gave us 
100% rebate of 
rates for having 
to put up with 
the 
inconvenience. 
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Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
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option 

Comments 

35 Adrian Brown No Update 
Council’s 
Revenue 
and 
Financing 
Policy to 
reflect 
preferred 
allocations 

I note this 
funding 
allocation 
indicates that the 
council has a 
very low base of 
investment 
income that 
would help to 
reduce the 
ongoing burdon 
on ratepayers 
with proposed 
rate increases far 
in excess of 
inflation and 
wage/earning 
increases. The 
LTP should have 
as a priority how 
it is going to 
grow investment 
income as it will 
not be 
sustainable to 
keep going back 
the the rate 
payers to fund 
the increases 
going forward. It 
will only serve as 

Retain the 
existing method 

Dear Council I am 
extremely 
disappointed in the 
poor information 
provided in the 
communication 
received via letter and 
timing of the release 
of this submission 
process over the 
Christmas and New 
Year period.  The 
absolute shock to 
learn that our rates 
would increase by 
approx. 25%-35% with 
the two options 
presented is 
disgraceful when the 
letter is only 
proposing to make the 
calculation simpler to 
work out. Does this 
mean the Mahia 
residents will receive 
increased services and 
infrastructure 
proportional to the 
increased rate take for 
that community? I 
dear say it will not and 
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allocation -  
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Comments 

another reason 
for a declining 
rating base of 
population 
within the 
community. 

will only be used to 
subsidise Wairoa 
Township.  The letter 
sent out should have 
included individual 
property owners 
comparisons on the 
break down of the 
various components 
of the rates currently 
being paid and what 
areas are increasing 
significantly with the 
proposed changes to 
better understand 
where the money is 
being collected and 
for what and to 
understand why those 
costs have escalated 
so much for the Mahia 
community in which 
we live. One lump sum 
as presented in the 
letter does not give 
any information as to 
the why and the what 
and the need.  Today's 
computer systems and 
programming 
capability should 
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make the existing 
model even more 
simple to operate, so 
the premise to make 
the calculation more 
simple is not a valid 
argument. The 
differentials put in 
place for the very 
limited services that 
Mahia residents 
receive should not be 
discarded for the 
reason because it is 
too hard to work out, 
as your statement 
indicates that the 
current methodology 
“…funding allocations 
to activities and a 
multitude of rate 
types and differentials 
that are largely 
faithful to the 
requirements of the 
legislation”. To 
suggest that Mahia 
residents receive the 
same amount of 
infrastructure and 
services that Wairoa 
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township residents do 
is just plain wrong and 
not equitable at all by 
having the same 
differential.  If the 
purpose was to make 
the calculation more 
simple with no change 
in total rate take then 
the rates should have 
been the same as per 
the current method 
with a differential 
applied to the CV to 
line them up with the 
rate amount as it 
would have been 
charged under the 
existing methodology, 
it should not have 
resulted in some being 
reduced substantially 
and some being 
increased substantially 
such as is the case 
with our rates for 7 
Puka Place. The 
mayor’s comment 
“We acknowledge that 
the proposed changes 
to the current policy 
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signalled some 
significant rates 
increases out at Mahia 
and in the rural areas, 
but interestingly, 
many properties in the 
Wairoa township saw 
a ‘proposed’ decrease 
in their rates under 
the proposed policy, 
but again, this is just a 
proposal. “ surely 
indicates clearly to the 
councillors that there 
is a real issue that the 
proposal is clearly 
wrong in generating 
the large differences.  
As part of this 
proposal work should 
also include what 
anticipated changes to 
rating CV values for 
the different land use 
options this current 
year are likely to have 
as an effect. As a 
larger proportional 
increase for land use 
type could perversely 
increase the relative 
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rate take even more 
along with the 
proposed larger 
increases forecast in 
the Long Term Plan for 
this coming rating 
year, which makes our 
rates ultimately 
unaffordable.   I 
suggest that this 
proposal is taken back 
for further work 
within council and 
with more information 
provided to 
ratepayers on their 
individual itemised 
changes to their rates 
bill and what they are 
going to do to reduce 
the impact on the 
ratepayer i.e bring in a 
separate differential 
for the Mahia 
community, if it is to 
progress any further. 
Therefore I support 
the current rating 
model remains in 
place. What this 
proposal really 
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indicates is the real 
inability for the WDC 
to generate other 
investment income to 
slow down the 
unabated increase of 
rates on the 
community far in 
excess of inflation and 
highlights the 
inefficiencies of trying 
to run a stand alone 
council for so few 
people.  Regards 
Adrian Brown  
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36 Garth MacIntyre No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

RE; PROPOSED 
RATING 
CHANGES FROM 
THE WAIROA 
DISTRICT 
COUNCIL (WDC) 
We developed 
our dwelling at 
Avon Drive as a 
future 
permanent 
residence. The 
location was not 
only decided 
upon for its 
environmental 
attributes but for 
family reasons. 
Many others in 
recent years 
have looked at 
Mahia as a 
holiday 
destination to 
build a bach or 
for similar 
reasons that we 
built. The bottom 
line in these 
cases, for all of 
the people we 

Retain the 
existing method 

refer to letter above 
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have spoken 
with, is that 
Mahia offers a 
unique slice of 
what rural NZ 
typifies. In 
speaking with 
the same group 
of people, we all 
agree that many 
of the 
shortcomings we 
have seen in 
other council or 
local body 
decisions are 
starting to 
pervade in this 
region. I am 
specifically 
talking about the 
proposed rating 
decision that the 
WDC is 
promoting. Our 
rates are 
currently 
$2,442.70 going 
to an estimated 
range of 
between $5,100 
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to $5,600 in the 
tabled options. 
This represents 
an increase of 
around 130%! If 
you want a 
reason not to 
buy in Mahia 
whether as a 
residence or 
commercial 
enterprise this 
type of 
assessment is a 
big deterrent. 
Whether you 
assess capital or 
land values as a 
rating system 
base case, we are 
at a loss to see 
how WDC can 
justify this 
increase or arrive 
at this figure. We 
are totally self-
sufficient in our 
waste water 
treatment and 
our water 
collection. Our 
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road access is 
not curb and 
channel and it is 
seldom mowed. 
We pay for our 
rubbish bags and 
only utilise the 
WDC recycling 
station in Mahia. 
We accept that 
our rates 
contribute to 
maintenance and 
infrastructure of 
roading and 
community 
services, 
however it is 
hard not to see 
the proposed 
rating changes as 
being nothing 
more than a 
wealth tax- 
particularly for 
those that have 
built in the last 
10 years where 
these dwellings 
or commercial 
activities meet 
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code of 
compliance and 
modern building 
standards with 
commensurate 
valuations that 
will attract 
higher rates. The 
underlying 
concern, apart 
from the 
monetary rates 
assessment, is 
that the 
perception of 
WDC is coming 
under scrutiny on 
many fronts. The 
accountability of 
decisions is 
leaving many 
rate payers in the 
dark over a 
number of 
schemes that 
have either failed 
or appear to 
have run over 
budget. In 
particular, I am 
referring to the 
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Mahia village 
waste water 
treatment 
system and 
historically the 
Blue Bay waste 
water 
infrastructure. 
Our own recent 
dealings with the 
WDC over the 
Auroa Point 
subdivision has 
left us and many 
in the 
community 
suspicious of 
Councils true 
motives. Our 
concerns were 
only heard after 
community 
pressure was 
brought to bear 
on this issue and 
after the 
questionable 
decision was 
made by Council 
to grant consent. 
The legacy 
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around this 
decision-making 
process, now 
combined with 
the rating 
proposal, 
reinforces the 
perception there 
is little interest 
by the WDC in 
genuinely 
addressing 
community 
concerns and 
revenue 
gathering 
appears the 
driving force. If 
the rate take is 
not going to 
increase, WDC 
should be 
focused on 
operating within 
the revenue it 
receives. Should 
developments 
occur, whether 
they are 
residential or 
commercial, the 
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Council should 
be transparent in 
stating the true 
costs of 
infrastructure on 
a case by case 
basis for these 
developments.  
On the proposed 
rate assessment, 
the ‘wealthier’ 
residents or 
commercial 
businesses as 
mentioned 
above, will be 
subsidising 
future 
development- in 
our submission 
and I am sure in 
many others, this 
will be the 
underlying 
concern. Based 
on these, we 
consider the 
preferred rating 
option to be the 
status quo or a 
very fair / 
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transparent (and 
understandable) 
sliding scale that 
doesn’t penalise 
those that have 
invested in 
Mahia in recent 
years.  
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37 Arabella Ross No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

As a rate payer 
from Oraka i 
object to the 
proposed 
increase in rates. 
The increase of 
anything above 
inflation is wrong 
when compared 
to services 
provided 

Retain the 
existing method 

 

38 Paul  Taunoa No  we pay $1731.20 
a year on rates 
for what ??? we 
dont even have 
proper access to 
our property and 
you want us to 
pay more  for 
what 
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39 Ross Stevenson Yes Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

The proposal 
sees a 200% 
increase in rates. 
Such a sudden 
increase is 
unreasonable 
and brings the 
system into 
disrepute. As 
Rating Adviser to 
the Hong Kong 
Govt., my 
comment is that 
we would never 
have increased 
rates in such a 
one time move. I 
cannot 
remember any 
increases being 
greater than 15% 
ie capped or 
phased in.  
Increases of this 
level violates our 
original 
investment 
assumptions, and 
Wairoa Ditrict 
Council risks 
being seen is an 

Retain the 
existing method 
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unstable 
investment 
environment. 
Future potential 
investors in high 
input, job 
creating, capital 
investment 
should be wary.  
The policy  thrust 
is to discourage 
rural 
predominantly 
maori 
employment.  
One response is 
to move the high 
value Plant 
Varieties, thus 
lowering the 
capital value and 
reducing 
employment 
prospects.  On 
the service cost 
side we are on 
State Hwy 2 
where roading 
costs are mainly 
bourne by NZ 
Transit. We 
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maintain our 
own internal 
roading. We 
receive very few 
services from 
council.   We also 
face a rise in 
wages to a $20 
per hour 
minimum,and 
the change in 
operating cost 
from rates and 
wage policuy is 
considerable. We  
are price takers 
as 99% of fruit is 
exported we 
cannot pass on 
these costs.   
Overall the 
proposal is highly 
regressive on 
rural 
employment , 
not tied to the 
cost of services 
we receive, 
violates initial 
investment  
assumptions on 
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taxation, and is 
to be 
implemented 
with 
unreasonable 
notice.  Any 
investment to 
protect crop and 
jobs eg frost 
control is to be 
heavily taxed.  
Ross Stevenson 
Former Rating 
Adviser Hong 
Kong Govt. 
World Bank      
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40 Raylene Murray-Macgregor No Other Update Council's 
Revenue and 
Financing Policy 
to reflect our 
community and 
environment 
especially our 
water.  The 
percentage of 
investments 
need to be 
increased with 
returns to 
decrease the 
percentage of 
rates charged. 

Other Decrease general rate 
charges and charge 
capital value 
differentiated by land 
use. 
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41 Christopher Ritchie No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

 Other As the owners of a 
residential property in 
Mahia we strongly 
object to the Council 
using Capital 
valuations as a basis 
for calculating the 
General rate. Property 
valuations are a 
reflection of Real 
Estate Market value 
based on the 
properties size, age 
and desirability of 
location, ie coastal 
properties would 
generally be valued at 
least $200,000 more 
than the equivalent 
property in an urban 
suburb. Using the 
property valuation to 
calculate rates is in 
fact a form of wealth 
tax based on the 
perception that 
owners of properties 
with high valuations 
are owned by wealthy 
people who can afford 
to pay more in rates - 
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this is an unfair and 
erroneous principle as 
the majority of 
properties in Mahia 
have been family 
owned and shared for 
many years by people 
who are not wealthy.    
We believe "User 
pays" principles 
should apply - ie rates 
charged should reflect 
the actual usage of 
Council provided 
utilities and services.  
There are other issues 
in Mahia that should 
be recognised when 
applying rates that 
place Mahia at a 
disadvantage 
compared to the 
Wairoa township. 
Water supply - Council 
does not provide 
potable water to 
Mahia residents. 
Residents collect 
rainwater or maintain 
private bores at their 
own cost. 
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Wastewater/effluent - 
Residents have made 
substantial 
contributions to the 
effluent system 
upgrade. Stormwater - 
The stormwater 
system in Mahia is 
very basic and does 
not include 
reticulation in the 
form of pipework. 
Basically there are 
open drains that 
service a few limited 
areas of Mahia. 
Footpaths - The 
provision of footpaths 
is minimal and only 
covers a small area of 
Mahia.    The above 
differences should be 
recognised and 
considered when 
setting rates for 
Mahia.  We prefer the 
mechanism for setting 
rates to reflect the 
services each property 
receives from the 
council.   
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42 Peter Dixon No  I object to rate 
rise any higher 
than national 
inflation 

  

43 Karren Kingsbeer No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

 Retain the 
existing method 

I am totally against 
the change as I have 
indicated, also at a 
loss to understand 
such a huge increase 
there would be in the 
rates, I have read your 
policy, I see this as 
revenue gathering for 
the councils own 
purpose, not that of 
the residents of 
Mahia.  
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44 Neil Taylor Yes  The information 
you have 
provided to me 
and made 
available 
electronically is 
inadequate for 
me to 
understand the 
proposed 
changes to the 
rating system,or 
to even be able 
to relate the 
existing system 
to your models 
for change. As I 
have had some 
contact with 
various NZ rating 
systems for 40 
years I believe I 
should be able to 
understand what 
you are 
proposing to 
change and the 
reasons why 
such change is 
being proposed. I 
would be pleased 

 I am not predisposed 
to any specific 
calculation and 
allocation of rating at 
this time. I would like 
to understand why 
change is being 
proposed[specifically, 
and to each and every 
change that is being 
proposed] and then to 
understand the likely 
impact of these 
proposed changes 
across the different 
rating categories. It is 
not adequate to justify 
change on the basis 
that the Council 
desires simplicity. 
Clearly any rating 
system will have 
complexities, that is 
inevitable, what is 
needed here is more 
explanation of what is 
not working in the 
existing system, why 
change is required, 
what is specifically 
proposed to 
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to support 
change if I can 
see that it is 
necessary, fair, 
equitable, an 
improvement on 
the existing 
system, and 
comprehensible. 
I am unable to 
indicate a 
preferred option 
until I can 
understand each 
option and the 
justification for 
the structure of 
each option. 

change[and why], who 
will be paying for 
what[and why], and 
how the allocations 
across different rating 
categories will look for 
each proposed model 
of change. 
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45 Sally McKinnon No Other Other options 
need to be 
explored to 
finance transport 
/ roading. This is 
an east coast 
problem that 
should have 
assistance from 
central 
government who 
collect the truck 
revenue. 

Retain the 
existing method 

Other options need to 
be explored to finance 
transport / roading. 
The residents of the 
district should not 
have to pay for 
industries which 
supply no added value 
to the local economy 
and are responsible 
for the decimation of 
our roads and 
environment. This is 
an east coast problem 
that should have 
financial assistance 
from central 
government who 
collect the truck 
revenue. 
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46 Nick Chapman No Alternative 
allocations 

Council must 
exhaust all 
external funding 
opportunities if 
there are sources 
and levels of 
funding to 
compete for.   

Retain the 
existing method 

 If Council wishes to 
achieve development  
for rate payers it must 
describe the type of 
works it is going to 
target the specific 
beneficiaries with and 
raise monies for the 
benefit as much the 
same as you have 
done with the Mahia 
Beach sewage issue. if 
there is not a specific 
funding pool to access 
for this Council must 
go to the beneficiaries 
and consult seeking 
determination if there 
is a consensus (and 
benefit / need) for 
that specific 
community. 
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47 Murray Deakin No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

Funding of waste 
collection and 
disposal by 
attracting waste 
from outside the 
district looks to 
me like a recipe 
for disaster, I 
would like to see 
an open and 
frank public 
debate of the 
pros and cons of 
this move before 
it is 
implemented. 
We have enough 
issues around 
pollution of the 
environment 
with sewage in 
the river without 
adding other 
peoples rubbish 
to the mix. 
Seems a major U 
turn since the 
recent zero 
waste farce. 

Retain the 
existing method 

I support the councils 
preferred option as 
the current system is 
ponderous and full of 
anomalies. Simplifying 
the calculation of the 
rates is needed even 
at the risk of personal 
increases, in 
supporting this option 
I do have concerns 
about the ability of 
council to manipulate 
the number and size 
of the land use 
differentials as this 
could quickly become 
another monster like 
the one it replaces. 
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48 ADRIENNE ANDREW No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

The proposed 
rates changes are 
not fair. I do not 
receive many 
services. No 
curbing, no 
footpath, no 
street lighting. 
Maybe the side 
of the road is 
mowed twice 
annually. I 
provide my own 
waste 
management and 
water supply. I 
do my own 
recycling and get 
rid of my own 
household 
rubbish due to 
the exorbitant 
cost of your 
collection. The 
suggestions of 
rate increases of 
127% up our 
road is 
frightening. I am 
on National 
Super which does 

Retain the 
existing method 

To suggest that some 
ratepayers have a 
reduction of rates 
while others have a 
proposed rate 
increase of 127% is 
poorly thought out 
and unacceptable. 
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not allow for 
such expenses. 
The proposed 
increase in rates 
is outrageous 
and 
unacceptable. 
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49 JOHN ANDREW No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

The proposed 
rates changes are 
not fair. I do not 
receive many 
services. No 
curbing, no 
footpath, no 
street lighting. 
Maybe the side 
of the road is 
mowed twice 
annually. I 
provide my own 
waste 
management and 
water supply. I 
do my own 
recycling and get 
rid of my own 
household 
rubbish due to 
the exorbitant 
cost of your 
collection. The 
suggestions of 
rate increases of 
127% up our 
road is 
frightening. I am 
on National 
Super which does 

Retain the 
existing method 

How can you suggest 
that we potentially 
would be paying 
approx. $100 per 
week rates on a fixed 
income for the few 
services we receive. A 
reduction in rates by 
some, while receiving 
all or many more 
services, when I could 
potentially be asked to 
pay rates based on a 
127% increase is 
outrageous and most 
unfair. 
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not allow for 
such expenses. 
The proposed 
increase in rates 
is outrageous 
and 
unacceptable. 

50 paul quinney No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

proposed rate 
increase is 
excessive for 
seldom used 
batch at 
onepoto.council 
services rarely 
used but 
considered 
adequate.  we 
voted against the 
recent 
amalgamation 

Retain the 
existing method 

retain statis quo with 
rate assessed at $ 
1040.80 
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proposal for this 
very reason.   

51 Kirsten Buckman No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

Since roading is 
such a major cost 
for this area, can 
the Government 
provide extra 
funding for some 
regions like ours 
who struggle to 
meet the costs of 
roading with the 
population. Also, 
because 
RocketLab are 
high users of the 
local roads in 
Mahia, and the 
Government is 
supporting them, 
perhaps that may 
be a reason for 
them to provide 
extra funding for 
roading costs.  
There are some 

Retain the 
existing method 

It is unfair to punish 
people on the value of 
their home. The 
calculation of the 
rates with the 
proposed method is 
unfair. We are all 
using the same 
services, so it should 
be done on land value, 
not improvements. It 
needs to be the same 
for everyone, not 
127% increase for 'Jo 
Bloggs' and 75% 
increase for 'Sam 
Jones'. Rate increases 
of that much are 
extreme anyway. If 
you are going to put 
rates up, 10% might 
be acceptable.  If rates 
are going to increase, 
it would be good to 
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rumours going 
around about 
some Council 
staff falsifying 
charges to the 
Mahia 
Wastewater 
Scheme. Perhaps 
some 
accountability 
needs to occur 
over this if the 
rumours are true 
and is this the 
reason our rates 
are increasing? 

get something for our 
money ie curbside 
recycling and rubbish 
collection without any 
charges. At the very 
least, a well organised 
and tidy refuse 
collection centre in 
Mahia. 

52 Bruce Baty No Update 
Council’s 
Revenue 
and 
Financing 
Policy to 
reflect 
preferred 
allocations 

I own three 
properties: 13 
Jellicoe Avenue, 
Wairoa 125 
Clydebank Road, 
Wairoa 92 
Lucknow Street, 
Wairoa 

Capital value 
general rate 
differentiated by 
land use 

 



EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING APPENDICES 20 FEBRUARY 2018 

Item 5.2- Appendix 2 Page 113 

Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

53 Bruce Baty No Update 
Council’s 
Revenue 
and 
Financing 
Policy to 
reflect 
preferred 
allocations 

I own the 
following 
properties: 13 
Jellicoe Avenue, 
Wairoa 92 
Lucknow Street, 
Wairoa 124 
Clydebank Road, 
Wairoa 

Capital value 
general rate 
differentiated by 
land use 

 

54 James Baty No Update 
Council’s 
Revenue 
and 
Financing 
Policy to 
reflect 
preferred 
allocations 

 Capital value 
general rate 
differentiated by 
land use 
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55 Vaughan Plowman No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

Council should 
consider each 
years annual plan 
and what is a 
fair, equitable,  
and acceptable 
maxim spend for 
the District then 
indicate a 
financial $ ceiling 
for the forward 
budget year 
ahead.  This 
should occur and 
be conveyed to 
the staff before 
staff prepare 
their annual 
department 
operational 
requests. Only 
then should a 
provisional 
budget be 
prepared for 
Councillors to 
consider.  
Included in the 
final full budget 
should be a 
contingencies 

Retain the 
existing method 

Unimproved Land 
Value should be the 
basis of all rating. It is 
the only fair basis on 
which to proceed or 
make any change.  
Commercial Forestry 
land should be rated 
more highly than 
other land uses. The 
value of the trees 
(stock) is exempt so 
the low value of that 
land realises very little 
rating income for 
Council. Forestry 
vehicles wreck our 
roads, impose real 
costs on ratepayers 
and motorists with no 
compensation for the 
.motorist  I would like 
to see unimproved 
land value as the basis 
for all rating ( not a 
mixture of 
unimproved and value 
(ULV) and capital 
value). A percentage 
differential would be 
easy to apply to the 
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amount to allow 
for any 
unforeseen 
events.  Council 
staff with 
financial 
responsibilities 
should be 
annually 
assessed for 
budgetary and 
financial 
competence so 
that fiascos like 
last years rated 
balls up do re-
occur.  In 
previous years, it 
was always 
possible to 
calculate rates 
and differentials 
and with the aid 
of modern 
computer 
programme cell 
formulas, the 
degree of 
differentials 
applied should 
not be an 

ULV for each property 
type.  Using CLV rating 
of higher value 
residential and rural 
properties with 
limited access to 
services and amenities 
would result in rural 
property owners and 
farmers being being 
severely and adversely 
disadvantaged 
compared to urban 
owners of lower value 
properties many of 
whom are absentee 
investment landlords.   
Far too many 
permanent staff are 
employed by WDC  
especially when the 
low Councils rate 
payer base and other 
income totals are  
considered.   Council 
should urgently 
undertake an 
independent and 
realistic out of 
house"financial and 
human resources 
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acceptable 
argument in the 
21st century. 
Was it staff 
changes and 
incompetency 
that were the 
cause? 

review of all Council's 
operations".  Staffing 
requirements and a 
total reorganisation 
should follow in order 
to staff and carry out 
spending and duties 
within the annual 
budget.  If you cannot 
or will not do such a 
review, then I suggest 
Council open a 
discussion with Napier 
City Council to see if 
they would consider 
an amalgamation with 
Wairoa District.  In the 
meantime I request 
that you retain the 
status quo for 2018-9 
and seriously consider 
my suggestions. 
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56 Vaughan Plowman No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

Do not allow 
Gisborne District 
or any other 
council dump 
solid waste in the 
Wairoa Disposal 
site.  Wairoa has 
an extremely 
valuable solid 
waste disposal 
asset which 
should be for 
WDC residents 
and ratepayers 
only. Thanks to 
previous Wairoa 
Council foresight 
and decisions,  
GDC has spent 
mega $ sums 
trying and failing 
to set up a 
Gisborne dump 
with no success, 
Instead it sends 
all its waste to 
other places like 
the Waikato and 
places South of 
Wairoa.  Please 
do not sell solid 

Retain the 
existing method 

Please ensure that all 
service users pay 
100% not 90% or less.  
Those not paying their 
share are a burden on 
the rest of us (rate 
payers).  I request that 
a list of outstanding 
non paying ratepayers 
and the amounts 
outstanding should be 
published on the WDC 
web site and in the 
Wairoa Star quarterly, 
one month after they 
were due.   
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waste space to 
GDC for a short 
term and short 
sighted dollar 
gain.  You will 
regret it if you 
do. It might assist  
WDC and QRS in 
the short term 
but Ratepayers 
will end up 
paying for this 
facility twice if 
you do! 
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57 martin  james No Other -We support an 
alternative rating 
system that is 
less complex 
than current but 
is fair to all rate 
payers 
throughout 
district.  Fairness 
being relative to 
the cost of 
annual rates per 
property owner. 
-Services 
provided to the 
people of Mahia 
by the WDC are 
at best woeful. 
We consider the 
lack of roading 
maintenance, 
lack of footpaths, 
poor drainage, 
infrequent 
maintenance and 
upkeep of 
reserves and 
roadsides, 
expensive 
rubbish 
collection, poor 

Other -We support an 
alternative rating 
system that is less 
complex than current 
but is fair to all rate 
payers throughout 
district.   -Your 
proposed best option 
signals a rate increase 
of about 47 % for our 
residential property at 
Mahia.  This is neither 
reasonable, 
sustainable, fair or 
affordable for the vast 
majority.  It is grossly 
inflated in comparison 
to current property 
values and services 
supplied.   -I suggest 
the WDC carefully 
considers the 
demographics of the 
Mahia region which by 
and large is far from 
affluent. The level of 
unpaid rates is already 
significant. -Current 
services provided to 
the people of Mahia 
by the WDC are at 
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recycling options 
and a general 
lack of forward 
thinking for 
Mahia as major 
issues. -Based on 
the examples 
listed above any 
proposed 
increase would 
need to be met 
by a significant 
improvement in 
council 
investment.  Are 
they confident 
they can deliver 
this to the 
ratepayer as it 
certainly would 
be an 
expectation 
should their best 
option be 
accepted?  -If any 
increase is 
deemed 
absolutely 
necessary to 
support the 
future 

best woeful.We 
consider the lack of 
roading maintenance, 
lack of footpaths, poor 
drainage, infrequent 
maintenance and 
upkeep of reserves 
and roadsides, 
expensive rubbish 
collection, poor 
recycling options and 
a general lack of 
forward thinking for 
Mahia as major issues. 
-Based on the 
examples listed above 
any proposed increase 
would need to be met 
by a significant 
improvement in 
council investment.  
Are they confident 
they can deliver this to 
the ratepayer as it 
certainly would be an 
expectation should 
their best option be 
accepted?  -If any 
increase is deemed 
absolutely necessary 
to support the future 
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infrastructure 
the increases 
should be 
incremental and 
measured to 
allow for 
affordability.   

infrastructure the 
increases should be 
incremental and 
measured to allow for 
affordability.   
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58 Nicki Waldin No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

The new 
proposal is not 
relevant to the 
lack of services 
provided at 
Mahia Beach. No 
Beach rubbish 
bins, so even 
when collecting 
rubbish off the 
beach there is 
nowhere to put 
it. Very little 
street lighting No 
water provided 
We have just 
installed in 
sewage system 
at individual 
property owners 
expense For 
council to 
increase rates 
shows a lack of 
good 
management. I 
also think council 
should be 
concentrating 
collecting 
outstanding 

Retain the 
existing method 
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rates.   
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59 William  Livingston No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

I am a property 
owner 211 
Newcastle street 
Mahia,I 
submitted  
previously , but 
as the 
submission 
deadline has 
extended it has 
given me the 
opportunity to 
attend a public 
meeting at 
Nuhaka , having 
listened to that  I 
thought i would 
re submit.  Firstly 
I understand the 
benefits to the 
wider community 
to have a strong 
and vibrant CBD 
and to this end 
property owners 
and business 
need to be 
supported by 
council, 
Businesses and 
property owners 

Retain the 
existing method 
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within the CBD 
face challenges 
now from bulk 
discount retailers 
, old 
infrastructure , 
earthquake and 
sanitary prone 
buildings that 
face up grading 
with little return. 
This is not 
uncommon in all 
provincial towns. 
High rates in 
these towns is 
becoming 
unsustainable 
and vacancies 
more common 
with a negative 
community roll 
on effect . 
Councils need to 
look to sectors of 
the Business 
community that 
can sustain a 
bigger share of 
the rate burden. 
Look to lean 
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there own 
internal 
operation and 
maximize council 
owned 
enterprise. 
Residents of 
Mahia ,can not 
be burdened 
with further 
increases in an 
area that is 
already over 
rated  in 
comparison to 
other coastal 
towns in Hawkes 
Bay .ie a 
property I own in 
Waimarama with 
water is $2000 
compare to 
$4000 in Mahia. 
There is no 
recycling 
facilities yet i 
have sent plans 
and photos to 
the Wairoa 
Council 
previously ,  The 
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mission 
Statement of the 
previous CEO 
was Wairoa 
district council 
need to unlock 
the two jewels of 
the area in Lake 
Waikaremoana 
and Mahia 
peninsula for 
tourism, this has 
not eventuated 
with any council 
initiative , there 
is still no sealed 
rd  to the lake, 
no tennis courts 
and other 
facilities in Mahia 
that are vital to 
providing a 
rounded visitor 
experience. 
Council has 
shown not 
provided any 
new years 
entertainment, 
concerts ,beach 
day programs  all 
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part of a tourist 
experience. 
There are four 
weekends of the 
year that Mahia  
needs to be 
catered for  
Easter , Queens 
birthday, labor 
weekend and 
Xmas , 
sometimes 
Waiatangi , The 
lawns need 
mowing, 
footpaths 
cleared of debris 
,boat ramps 
cleaned ,extra 
rubbish bins put 
out. These are 
basic items that 
need to happen 
but for 10 years 
have been sadly 
lacking. 
Expenditure, the 
last 8 years has 
seen the lowest 
interest rates 
since the early 
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sixties, yet the 
council has been 
reluctant to get 
some of the vital 
infrastructure 
works done, 
Wairoa district 
Council enjoy a 
very strong 
balance sheet 
with a very low 
debt ratio , i 
would question 
how prudent a  
policy during this 
last 8 that has 
been or has in 
fact held the 
region back. With 
no better 
alternative the 
Status Quo 
Rating scheme 
must remain and 
I challenge our 
councils to be 
more creative 
and  bold. 
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60 Teresa Zeilstra  No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

 Retain the 
existing method 

 

61 Louise Bramley No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

Whilst I admit 
ignorance with 
regards to 
financing 
policies, as I 
understand it, 
proposed 
changes will 
mean a 
significant 
increase in rates.  
We feel our rates 
are considerable 
already in 
comparison to 
the rest of the 
country and an 
increase would 
stretch already 
stretched 
household 
budgets.  Council 
is supposed to 
work for the 
community not 
against it. 

Retain the 
existing method 

As above. 
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62 Stu Davey No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

 Retain the 
existing method 

I wish to register my 
opposition to the 
preferred new rating 
option being proposed 
by council as I see it as 
nothing short of 
extortion. Council 
shows its true 
arrogance by openly 
making the 
assumption that 
Mahia bach owners 
are wealthy and can 
therefore afford a 
hefty increase in rates. 
Sure there may be 
some money amongst 
the community but 
there are also a lot of 
retirees, pensioners, 
families just managing 
to fulfil a life-long 
dream of owning a 
bach at Mahia and 
local families with 
little or no 
employment. Mayor 
Little claims council 
are not being devious 
yet a number of issues 
point directly to this 
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being the case. 
Ratepayers received a 
letter on 11 December 
2017 claiming 
“…council is therefore 
writing to every 
ratepayer in the 
district to EXPLAIN the 
proposed changes…” 
yet no such 
explanation exists 
other than a link to 
the WDC web site 
which requires serious 
filtering and deep 
diving to find a 
document which the 
general ratepayer 
would probably not 
understand.  The 
community meeting 
for Mahia is moved to 
Nuhaka and 
conveniently held on a 
Monday night which 
just happens to be the 
first day a lot of 
schools go back 
therefore a good 
number of Mahia bach 
owners have returned 
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home.  Mayor Little 
goes on to claim the 
proposed preferred 
option is fairer yet 
that same option 
proposes massive rate 
increases for Mahia 
ratepayers who have 
payed, or are paying 
for their sewer 
system, pay for their 
rubbish collection, 
have no footpaths, no 
town water supply, 
open storm water 
drains, a recycling 
depot open for four 
hours per month, fund 
the rubbish collection 
and toilet cleaning for 
freedom campers, 
who contribute very 
little to the 
community, whereas 
the Wairoa ratepayer 
has all of the above 
yet looks forward to a 
rate decrease. Hardly 
fair. Part 2 on page 6 
of the proposal states 
“Council recognises 
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that there is an 
important balance to 
achieve between 
certainty of outcomes 
and transparency of 
decision-making”. On 
page 7 Option 3, the 
preferred option, the 
disadvantages state 
that the option is seen 
as ‘arguably less 
transparent’ therefore 
not conforming with 
the statement on page 
6. Mahia is rated 
under the category of 
‘rural residential’ but 
the table on page 7 
does not distinguish 
between Residential – 
rural – urban. This is 
misleading.  
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63 Michelle Meyer No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

 Retain the 
existing method 

SUBMISSION  A nearly 
double increase in my 
rates is totally 
outrageous, unfair and 
unjustified, so is the 
timing of the letter. It 
seems that Wairoa 
District Council is keen 
on attacking high 
value properties 
outside of Wairoa 
rather than meeting 
any obligation to 
make the rate fair and 
equitable. What an 
easy target to go for 
rather than looking at 
the consumption of 
resources or who 
benefits from Council 
expenditure. I use the 
road no more or no 
less than anyone else 
and I don’t have the 
ability to write off my 
rates a tax expense 
unlike Commercial 
properties that get a 
break from the 
proposed changes. 
Why is that? Does 
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Wairoa District 
Council think that it’s 
Robin Hood? If my 
rates go up I have less 
to spend in town. But 
then I guess that’s 
good if all the 
businesses get a huge 
rates reduction. It is a 
bit strange why these 
people get a reduction 
in rates when having a 
business in town 
would actually 
(indirectly) consume 
more resources that a 
household. Trucks 
have to use the roads 
to get there to make 
deliveries etc.  The 
vagueness of the 
letter and the 
propaganda aka policy 
that went along with it 
was pretty bazar. Isn’t 
this the sort of stuff 
that is used for setting 
rates anywhere?  It’s 
full of generic 
economic theory 
(which no one really 
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understands) in a 
weak attempt to say 
there is only one 
option: penalises 
people who work hard 
because it’s easier and 
do it fast because it 
could “delay 
implementation”. 
Wairoa District 
Council is encouraging 
people to buy a 
decent property 
somewhere else and 
only wants people to 
live in low value 
properties. What 
happened to 
encouraging more 
people to Wairoa – 
rating them so much is 
not a way to get 
people to come here.  
It’s like adding to a 
mortgage. The whole 
generational equity 
thing is a bit weird, I’m 
looking forward to 
those (imaginary) 
windfalls if it means a 
rates reduction.  Most 
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people buy a house to 
live in not rent out or 
profit from like some 
in Council. I receive no 
services like urban 
residents do (water, 
sewerage, footpaths, 
streetlighting) and my 
property valuation 
hasn't increased 
comparatively. It’s 
hardly equitable. Do I 
just pay for everyone 
else? Why don’t 
people pay to join the 
library? Why should I 
pay for everyone else? 
The timing of these 
notices so close to 
xmas for those of us 
who have a huge 
increase is another 
poor timing choice 
and to have the cut off 
period at a time when 
a percentage of 
people will still be on 
holidays is another 
example of your lack 
of thinking or caring.  I 
can’t seem to work 
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out why rural 
customers (or those 
with no services) are 
the ones taking the 
brunt of the increase 
and urban clients by 
all accounts are 
decreasing - these are 
the people using all 
the services.  Is this 
how the council is 
making up for rates % 
increases they 
couldn't deliver on??. I 
can’t seem to find any 
real rational for this 
increase apart from 
making things easier 
for Council....are you 
saying your own or 
local governments 
processes are too 
complex for your or 
you don't know what 
you are doing when it 
comes to assessing 
rates?. Will this be 
another submission 
that Council ignores 
and continues as if 
they never actually 
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asked opinions - 
another waste of rate 
payer’s money and 
time.   If this change is 
not going to affect the 
total amount collected 
why even bother, if 
not just to make 
things easier at your 
end.  Your own system 
let you down with this 
year’s calculation and 
now you need to 
make sure you aren't 
left with red faces 
again - don't penalise 
your rate payers for 
your mistakes - go 
back do your 
homework and find a 
way to make things 
easier if you need to 
but leave our 
increases at a 
reasonable rate!!! You 
can spout on about a 
so-called preferred 
option but it’s really 
just a cop-out. Take 
more time to get it 
right and make things 



EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING APPENDICES 20 FEBRUARY 2018 

Item 5.2- Appendix 2 Page 141 

Entry Id Name Last Speaking Funding 
Allocations 
- preferred 
option 

Comments Calculation and 
allocation -  
preferred 
option 

Comments 

fairer, make sure its 
equitable rather than 
just robbing some 
people.  
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64 Stephen Smith No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

Mahia ratepayers 
are already not 
getting many of 
the benefits 
afforded to 
urban areas ie 
footpaths, 
streetlights, easy 
access to council 
services such as 
library, no public 
rubbish so we 
have to clean up 
after freedom 
campers   Mahia 
should not be 
Penalised just 
because we look 
after and 
develop our 
properties which 
in turn  increases 
the value of 
them, we are 
also having our 
property values 
increased 
because of 
outside 
influences such 
as Rocket Lab 

Retain the 
existing method 

Perhaps the council 
needs to look at the 
number of staff they 
employ compared 
with 5 years ago and 
what benefits the 
extra staff are 
providing  Also 
perhaps the council 
should look at 
perusing non payment 
of rates rather than 
imposing more costs 
on those that do pay  
Perhaps a working 
group of ratepayers 
and council needs to 
be set up to explore 
rating issues   
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interest in 
properties and 
an overall desire 
for seaside 
properties   

65 Kim  Walker No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

 Retain the 
existing method 
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66 James  Davey No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

 Retain the 
existing method 

Im a great believer in 
user pays. I believe 
rates should be 
weighted towards the 
highest allowable 
uniform charge 
differentiated by the 
services individual 
properties receive. 
Basically if you dont 
receive a service you 
should not have to 
pay for it. There are 
certain services that 
all should pay for such 
as community halls, 
parks and reserves etc 
as these are available 
to all whether you 
choose to use them or 
not. However even 
the charge for these 
should be 
differentiated to 
reflect relative 
availibity to the user.  
The rates calculation 
based on the value of 
a property should be 
reduced as much as 
possible and certainly 
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capital improvements 
should carry the 
lowest possible 
calculation. A higher 
value property 
receives no more 
benefit form council 
services than a lower 
value one.  Some 
property owners are 
being hit with huge 
rises and often those 
in Mahia are Baches 
and/or have retired 
owners. Most are on 
limited incomes as 
there is not a lot of 
work available in 
Mahia. Many 
properties have been 
in families for many 
years and many will 
be forced out if rates 
continue to rise simply 
because Mahia has 
become popular and 
values have risen. 
Property values in 
Mahia have risen 
around property 
owners but incomes 
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haven't!  Rates should 
be differentiated away 
from rural areas as we 
dont have the same 
access to employment 
or the services 
provided by council as 
those in Urban areas 
do  If we as a district 
cannot charge 
afforable rates then 
we need to merge 
with a larger council 
or cut back spending. 
Even now at mahia we 
see nothing happening 
until tourist season 
when we get new 
signs encouraging 
freedom camping and 
rubbish bins ( which 
incidently promptly 
got removed once the 
tourists left) 
Footpaths that 
nobody wants and 
some shingle around 
the boat ramp.  Why is 
only 20% of liquor 
Licensing cost covered 
by fees and the rest by 
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rates??  USER PAYS...  
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67 noel davey No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

 Retain the 
existing method 

 

68 Kay Davey No Status Quo 
– no 
adjustments 
to existing 
allocations 

The reasons 
being offered for 
the proposed 
changes are 
unfair, 
unreasonable 
and would 
stymie 
development and 
employment.  
Who would 
bother to add 
capital 
development 
only to pay more 
in rates for no 
added benefit or 
services. 

Retain the 
existing method 

Same as above.   
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